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Chicagce Has School for Industrial Lead-
srship to Fit Working Girls to Bat-
tle for Themseives—Taught to
Meet Police Interference.

T IS in harmony with the spirit of
g the times that an organization of
women should have founded
America's first School for Industrial
Leadership—for women. Heretotore
when an industry has become organ-
ized strongly enough to form a union
the head has almost always been a
man. unless a strike has happened to
throw Iinto prominence a woman
ieadess But that there are many
women in the ranks who have within
thernselves potential leadership 15
strongly believed by Mrs. Raymond
Robins, president of the National
Women's Trade Union League, under
the auspices of which the School for
Industrial Leadership was founded
Mrs. Robins knows well whereot
she speaks. She herseli
economist and a member of the Com-
inission on Industrial Education of the
American Federation of Labor, a
member of the Executive Committee
of the Illinois secuon of the American
Association for Laber Legisiation and
of the American Academy of Political
and Socia! Science. She is the sister
of Miss Mary E, Dreier, until recently
president of the New York Women's
Trade Union League, sister-1n
law of Mrs. H. Edward Dreier, chair-
man of the Brooklyn Woman Sufirage
party, not to mention the fact that
she is the wife of Raymond Robins,
known nation-wide as a social service
sxpert and an advocate of organized
labor and land value taxation.
Mrs. Robins untolded to members
of the Inter-City Conference of Social
Workers last week the working out

of the school and its probable intlu-
ot the

is a social

and

ence as a factor in the growth

labar movement .
Fresdom Comes from W thin.

Mrs. Robins thinks that real iree-

dom and dignity can come to the
working woman only when she be-
comes bold encugh to stand for her-

self and her comrades.

To illustrate her point. Mrs. Robins
says:

“] have only to look at the change
that has taken place 1n the girls with
whom I started when the National
League was organized ten years ago,
in 1903, to know that the few. given
a chance, can, in turn, liberate the
many. Those girls, young. timid,
backward then, are now big, self-con
tained, fine women. And there can.
nat be self-government in any indus-
try until all the women workers over-
come their timidity and become will-
ing to accept the responsibility of de-
cisions on their own behalf.”

There are plenty of women of the
so-called “educated classes” who have
been fighting for the working woman,
but it is intended that this school shall
enable her to do the work for hersel
and so give her initative and conh-
dence,

Organization, Then Self-Government.

The first purpose of the National
Women's Trade Union League 15 to
organize women into trade unions, It
does not believe that there can be any
measure of self-government until there
s organization. It also does not think
that there can be organization 1
there 15 education

Because of this latter
seventy-hve  women,
twenty-three trades, who were present
at the fourth biennial conventioh of
she National Women's Trade Union
League, held in St. Louis in June of
last year, voted to start a sc hool for
training in industrial teadership. At
that time there was no money in the
treasury with which to equip a per-

mtil

belief, the
representing

manent schooi, and the only thing to
do therefore scemed to be to starc a
temporary school at the national head
quarte Chicagi

solated Girls Feel Urge.

Mrs
statement
the country.
hundred replies, not from girl
were already more or less leaders. but
from little factory girls m Alabama

Robins sent out a preparatory

to organizations all over
In answer she got one
4 who

and shop girls in Texa:

In each case, however, which
gir! 1s sent to the Chicago scirool the
ational organization would rather
1ave her responsible to some ity
Trade Union League or to some
allied locai group, sucn as a local

union or a local federation of labor,
who will help to share the expense of
her training and to whom she will re
turn at the end of it. and under whose
supervision she may work in any trade
that may need her at the

em

Three Giris First Pu;

Therefore, only three girls became
enroNed at the school last year—
Louise Mittelstadt, a member of the
Tinfoilers’ Union of Kansas City, sent
by the Industrial Council ot Kansas
City: Myrtle Whitehead, a member ol
the Cork, Crown and Seal Operators’
Union of Baltimore, sent by the Trade
Union League Balt'more, and
Fanny Cohen of the Kimuno and
Wrapper Union of New York, sent
through the co-operation of friends.

The Industrial Councnt of Kansas
City, which i that city's federation
uf

of

Labor

an organmization of men
The rea.o that they took so great an
migres’ L gir! operator w bhecause

aof the tact at, i theiwr gpnmion, she

s hie one working woman in Kansas|

trades.
leave ot

City organizing
l'hey therefore her a
abs:nce of four months, with full sal
ary of $15 a week. As a good per-
centage of the amount given by the
Industrial Council to Miss Mittelstad:
had te go to the mamtenance of her

capable of
EAVE

tamily, the national orgamzation sup
nlemented the amount left by a schol-
arsiip in order that she might have
€12 a week to live on while in Chi
cago.

Miss Whitehead and Miss
were also given scholarships.

Although the league had hoped that
each girl would be able to stay ior a
the length ol

Cohen

year. in all three cases
time the girls could aftord to remain
has been four months

The only standard by which stu-
dents at the school are chosen is that
of general efficiency. The rest—a
knowledge of the general truths un-
labor—the school tries to
It does not wish their

derlying
give to them
traming to be so
stricted as to limit them to one local
Although they

localized or so re-

ity or to one trade.
are to be responsible to some city or-
ganization their work will take them

to all parts of the United States and
into all classes of labor

Courses Offered.

For that reason the course offered

consists of academic and field work—
the academic work. including both day

and night courses, being given

Northwestern and Chicago universi-'

ties. and the field work under the

auspices of the national ofhce.

The first class—given because most
school 15§

of the girls for whom the
meant have been forced to go mnto
dustry when for the
correct speaking and, with more em-
phasis, the correct writing of Enghsh
There are also day classes in political
ecconomy and industrial history, And,
at the request of the girls themselves,
they are taught bookkeeping

There are three night classes. at
tended also by twenty-six members of
the Chicago Trade Union League. The
first. on “Public Speaking.” 15 given
by Professor Nelson of the University
other two are a
Holly, attorney

very young—is

of Chicago, The
course by William H
for the league, on “Judicial Decisions

nid another course

Aftecting Labor.”

ol lectures on “The Machinery ot
Boards of Arbitration and Trade
Boards and Their Value”

The girls also studied the ten vol

umes of “Documentary History of In
dustrial Society in America,” by Pro-
fessor John K. Commons, of the Uni
versity of Wisconsin.

How to Fight Police.

To complement the work at the uni-
versities field work was given in the
conducting of a street meeting, the
distributing of dodgers, the writing of
dodgers, the best way of meeting po-
lice interference—should there be any
—the best way of avoiding it by com-
plying with different city ordinances
relating to free speech, how to pre-
side at meetings, how to secure legis
Jation, how to meet the employer and
how, if possible, to convert him.

Mrs. Robins impersonated the emn-
ployer so the gitls might have some
one on whom to try out their argu
ments. She said she grew tired of al
ways haying to expound the same old
Arguments asked em
plover if he couldn’t give her a new

and once an

one or two.

Joy Makes Efficiency.

The question of was

also taken up.

organization
Some one has to be
trained to organize young girls. Of
the three girls in attendance at the
t winter Mrs. Robins thinks
Whiteheada.
who hes

schoo! la:
Miss

een now

vhat who SeVen-

and worked in a
factory for nine perhaps the
through her oy 1l
i1ie, to young girls.  Mise
Mittelstadt would be the best organ
izer of older women, lookmg forwaid

years, it

best htied sheer

organiqze

to the future, as she does, with all the
intellectual force of her Russian Jew-
And Miss Cohen would be

round public speaker

ish vace
the best all

trial education imust come be

i the underpaxl -
dustries 1n cin be
anything but bad,"' said Mrs. Robins,

“This was realized in Great
Britain when it passed a law making
it possible for a community to have
a tutor if there are thirty people in
that locality who want to learn, That
1% what we want alse to do m America

“The part of the work in which the
most people scem to be interested is
industrial history. A the
history of the trade umons ought to

or. ll;?‘l]lt ons
which women work

1act

course in
be given-like the courses m l';r1|,:|:ll'lf|
—tu people who cannot coine to the
chool,

Mind Hunger of Students

"It 18 hard to realize the hunger of
the mind of these girls, the vast
amount ol idealisrn, too, there 18
among them. They fairly long for
knowledge. 1 lent Miss Whitehead a
book of poetry one night and it was
as if she had heard music for the first
time, She told me that all might long
the rhythm of the lines had been going
thirough her mnd

“I'hat 15 the pity of not being abie
to educate every one of the hundred
gitls who wrote m about the school.
I'hey are eages now. But enthusiasm |

L

at’

oty

passes, and once gone by we will have
tg wait for another generation.

“Of course it may be possible to
send for twenty-five of the girls, We
I'he work of the uni-
versities splendid year
that we have asked for an extension

hope to do so

wah s0 last

and have 1t, and now 1f we can posst

bly get together the money we are

going to send for every gitl who wants
to come to the school

w
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Economic Independ

' O be told, in this day, that the,
frecdom of women lies within |
themselves may be devastating

existing ideas of what constitutes |

to
But it throws a light!

pcrsonal liberty

on the real ps : :
The vote is waived aside very lightly|

by the woman who is the wife of so
far-thinking a man as Dr. Havelock
Ellis, as a mere stcp forward, not as
the sum of woman's attainment. ,'

Mrs. Havelock Ellis, playwright,
novelist, lecturer, philosopher, has
come from her flat in the southwest
of London to try to tell American |
women what really lies at the bottom
of their unrest. She should be able
to diagnose them, for she is well
equipped for the part she plays.

Married for twenty-three years to
Dr. Ellis, working side by side with,
but independent of, him, living in the
calm of a Cornish farm and the se-
clusion of a Brixton flat, thinking,
wondering, investigating, feeling,
vital with the magnetism of sincerity,
this little gray-haired woman feels
that out of her fifty-three years of
accumulated wisdom she has perhaps
comething of value to tell the young-
er generation of women.

How restless they are she did not
know when, four weeks ago, she
came to America to lecture on
“Havelock Ellis, A Criticism by His
Wife," “Olive Schreiner and the
Woman Movement,” “The Militant
Movement: Its Cause and Cure,”
“The Maternal in Government,”
“Happiness as an Art,” “James Hin-
ton.” and “Edward Carpenter.”

Woman's Discontent Far-Reaching.

Mot until she had spoken at the
packed Little Theatre in Chicago, she

N

themselves, in
themselves of all the petty selfish.
nesses and cruelties of life. They can

ence and Socialism

Are Only Middle Notes in Woman’'s
Final Mastery of Life.

person to think that any other persog
belongs to him is fatal.

“No one ever belongs to anyong
else. That is the first rule. The
woman belongs to herself complete.

ychology of women.|ly; the man, to himself completely. A

person is only of value by being in.
dividual and idealistic.

Where Lies Mastery of Life

“Mastery of life, like mastery of
music, lies in practising the middle
notes so that in the end we may
reach the high one. Socialism, the
vote, the economic independence of
women, are the middle notes. The
high note is beyond. We shall reach
it some day. In the meantime, jusg
as the slaves bad to be emanicipated
before they could begin to develop
themselves, so women have to he
freed before they can find themselves,

“The vote, the real socialism—wh
demands of the man at the top that he
help the man at the bottom—the
economic independence of women are

all bridges that must be passed be.

fore women will be emancipated,
These things, however, are not the
end. They are the means to the end,
the middle notes. Only when they

have been passed—and the quicker,
of course,

the better—will women

have begun to be independent
Real Indepandence |s Within,

“Their real independence lies within
their ability to nd

be made to do it. That is, manay can,
oIt is hecause of these that I am

coming back to America next !dll,
The others, who do not understand,

WOMEN

M-P &
Raymond
Robins

“But given the chance, there 1s no
denying what they can do. Take, for
instance. Agnes Nestor, appointed by
President Wilson to a place on the
Industrial Education Commission, and
She is one

“The dreadful thing about modern
life is that the question of earning
their living should be of so paramount
an importance to most girls that they
l1ave no time or strength to devote to

constructive work, unless, of course, by trade a glove worker.

they may be educated so that they will of hundreds who might be great if
be of enough value to a city organiza- only taken out of the ranks. The
tion to prevent their having to go purpese of the School lor Industrial

the ranks, just for Education is, if possible, to free them

life.

hack 1o work in
the necessities of

all.”

PEOPLIE?

By ALICE DUER MILLER

we have st received irom M. G.
A certam state,

be used
If the state in auestion i

DEPENDS ON WHO DID IT
We are placed in an awkward pesition by a news item

it appears, has wasted $180,000 on
voting machines which public sentiment won't allow to

a woman suffrage state, this

DO YOU KNOW?

That a woman has been elected president of a national
bank in Illinois?

That a woman has been county judge in Colorado
since 191172

That a woman is one of the best revolyer shots on the
Chicago police force?

That two-thirds of the taxes in Delaware County, Pa.,

nroves that women are unht lor the vole,
1i. however, it is @ manhood sufirage state. this shows are paid by women?
nly that the pest and wisest of us make mistakes at That the increase n organized labor in New York
imes State during the last year has been 20 per cent. in men's
aorganizations and 111 per cent, among women’
EXCUSE IT, PLEASE. ME. BLAKE. N R S

(No. 1 am unable torgrasp the logic ot anti-sufiragism. |

-John Galsworthy.)
Anti, Ant, burning bright
In our itellectual might
What

Mmaeniols-m

WHY WE OPPOSE WOMEN

travel in trains.

3. Because woman's place 15 in the home, not in the

irain.
1. Because 1t

by a train that cannot be reached on {oot

1 guy
Could frame thy dreadful sophistry?

TRAVELLING IN
RAILWAY TRAINS

1. Because travelling in trains is not a natural right.
2. Because our great-grandmothers never asked to

is unnecessary;: there 15 no point reached

INFORMATION WANTED.

A Westchester judge is reported to have decided that
it 15 reprehensible for a mother to teach her child to
pray that its father be made better,

Three possibilities remamn father be
made worse, to pray that he be preserved exactly as he
ig, or to omit his name from all supplications.

Wti_! the judge please indicate which of these courses a
conscientious wife and mother should pursue.

to pray that s

INCREASE OF CRIMINALITY AMONG WOMEN,

Last Sunday a woman spent eight hours in jail because
her four-year-old daughter walked on the grass in a
public park.

Both criminals, you observe, belong to the sex that is
demanding the vote!

5. Because 1t will double the work of conductors, en-

gineers and brakemen, who are already overburdened.
. Because men smoke and play cards in trains,
there any teason to believe women will behave better?

THE GREA'T ILLUSION.

During the recent sufltage debate

Lords, Lord Ampthill said: “All authority depends ulti.
mately on force, and men alone are i a position to use

force”

About the same time 1,500 policemen, with 1,000 more
were engaged n opposing the march of 200

mn reserve
women

AND THEN THERE'S THIS.
“The less the noble lords talk of the evils of militancy
in view of the fact that

the betler

borne and Curzon, 1o

all members of that treasonable and seditious conspiracy forod worn w child T
i ‘ ¥ clasad: en  at ch . !
:.::;uv;-:“;“ ll'llult. U:f:::tln ,h,._ l(;)ivlm.;aln II:; .-\Em:u:l of armed | Euch one'is u:u,,""‘ on my vote lo represant her view, | Never know thte pl:::nw.hg:r:::rl:‘ a pity there are not more houses
ster. atly Herald ( ugldﬂd.) . Now what should you think proper for a gantleman to do? Ihwc been cut out, air and sunlight! this in the city

Is Fhio fact that Vice-President Marshall has sad: M
o againel euffrage. wnd that settles e has naturally m-
gpired o good deal of poetr

Feargus O'Brien wriles:

i been any man but the, broadest of

to them it will be but poison that
they pass on as poison to other pieos
ple, but to the women who want to
see what life 15 really worth 1 think
1 at last have found something to
say.

Mrs. Ellis sails for England on tha
Minnesota on June 27. When she re-
turns to America in October she will
lecture before the League for Puliti-
cal Education in New York and will
wives they are financially indepen- then go on to Chicago, where are
dent of their husbands.” | rangements have been made for the

Mrs. Ellis has always been finan- ! production of three of her plays “The
cially independent of Dr. Ellis. Shc‘Pixic." “The Mothers” and possibly
has also always been individually in- “The Subjection of Kaudia,” at the

Of course, she! Little Theatre there. Then, too, she
if Dr. Ellis had promises to come armed with her
“New Commandments” for womer,
which she believes will help Ameri-
can women to solve the problem of
their lives as individuals.

says, did she realize that discontent
in America is a far more reaching
thing than just not being allowed to
vote.

But what all her years of life have
taught her, Mrs, Ellis says. are these
fundamentals:

“Women can
sense be independent until as grown
daughters they no lg=ger fean upon
their fathers for support or until as

never in any true

dependent of hmm.

will tell you that
thinkers, she couldn’t possibly have
married him, For Mrs. Ellis believes
with profound conviction that for any

let in and everywhere
and space, until even a blind perscn
would know the difference. low?
Why, the smell of the tenement had
gone. If you do away with the overs
crowding, and dark rooms and
you will do away with the smelis that
go always with such things, suys Mise

Eberle.

Hovels Become Homes
ra 0O make five people live where cleanlinesy
r fifty-six lived before seems the
reverse of a problem, yet it is a
problem in city planning, says Miss
Abastenia Eberle, the sculptor, and
che also solved it. Few specialists on
city housing have accomplished what
Miss Eberle has done as a by-prod-
uct, as it were, of her own profession.
It was no ecasy matter to take two

dirt
Jits

| House Disinfected and Scraped

old back tenements. swarming with ;
= | lodgers of every description, with the The first thing, of course, W o L
rudest type of plumbing and sanitary clean the Augean stables, a tasi bes
conveniences, and for a moderate ' &40 by burning 100 I'Ul“lld_"i of suls
cwm turn them into model apart- plu.n' in 111(.‘,' two houses. Then every
ments—apartments of such abundant| hen of “’“_li space was scrdpcd ind
charm and convenience that they sprayed with disinfectant.  New:, the
were at ance filled with clever people, accumuldted  paint 3“:" grease '_'l
who declare that they never want to vears were taken off the fioors wil

live elsewhere the strongest lye.
bricked-up fireplaces wer@

Eight
discovered and promptly
from their early desuctude ar
tions taken down so as 1o g
living room in each apartment. Tl
skylight was cut in the rou!
sculptor’s studio and then the

Perhaps Miss Eberie’s attention
was first brought to the neglected
tenement by her desire to enter more
closely into the life of the people
from whom she draws her models, It
would not be strange if the artist
whose “Windy Dogorstep” and “Rag-

d part

¢ 4‘.'.!?&{

calarge

umb-

picker” struck so clear a note of so- W*° ready for the painters 3 3
cial sympathy should wish to live c”‘, It was work, hard work. but €
fective.

nearer to the folk whose histories

she portrays. The big courtyard 15 a thing of

beauty in itself. Vines planted alodg
its walls climb gayly up to the fower$
in the overhanging window-boxes
Cool and remote, it would be a pard:

Tenements Becames “Dwellings.”

Besides, she needed a studio close

to her home, so she decided she dise for children, a real playground
would see what could be made of the ghur in from the temptations of the
two dingy houses at No. 206'2 West gireet. It is to be turned into an 3

13th st. The "13" signifies that only fresco studio during the hot summee
the entrance is on the street. Three days,  With an awm.n-'“ stretched
steps down through a basement alley-| across for shade, it will be far bettef
way and back under the 13th St.!than the sky-light work room
| houses brings the visitor directly into| close to the roof. Besides, Miss Eberle
|a large, open court, fifty feet long!likes to have the flowers and vined
and twenty-five feet wide. Here are' ghout her. Even a “make-believe”
the two tenements which Miss Eberle garden she thinks can be an inspird
has converted, literally, according to| tion to an artist, and, after all, it 184
to the building .code, into dwellings. ' real bit of uul.oi.doglf\.

Coming through the narrow. tun- N
nel-like entrance into the big, open
court, the first impression i1s of the
gay scarlet geramums all about and a
general air of space and seclusion, It
15 casy to see why the writer folk

Seventeen Where One Live

Sometimes the old lodgers come
back to look at the changes Whi
have come over their former habitd®
tion. The ice-man confided to Mist

4y nothing of Lord Milner, are

in the llouse of

And Peter Parkins says:

Sel

Lords

My wife dislikes the income tax,
: And so | cannol pay it;
She says that goll all interest lacks,
S0 now I never play iy;
She is opposed to tolls repeasl

( Though why, | cannot say),
But woman's duty is to feel,

And man’s is to obey.

I'm in a hard position for u perfect gentleman,
I want to plrl_sc the Ildi!‘l. but | don't see how | can,
My present \Qlfr‘: a sulfragist, and counts on my support, |
gut my n:iuthrllr is an anti of a rather biting sort;
ne grandmother is on the fence, the other much o
: A e, - pposed, | actually
And my sister lived 1n Oregon, and thinks the quﬂliult'l' s

have seized the place and made it
their home. Martha Bensley Bruere,
expert writer on household efficiency,’
|and her husb@nd, Robert Bruere, the
I socialist author, have the apartment
(under Miss Eberle, while Christina
Merriman, of “The Survey,” and Anne |

Moore, of the Woman's Trade Union |

| League, live in the other house,
That makes live occupants of the

housing over fifty men,

buildings which three years ago were/

Msrriman that he and sixteen othe®
used to live in the rooms which
now keeps for her own; that %
seventeen persons were housed in the
same space that now suffices 0%
Mr. Ice-man allowed that “the
must find it awful lonesome,” but
lady didn’t think three small roomd
and a big one too extravagant ;
least, she didn’t feel that it would ¥
easy to lose herself in that space. -
After spending an afterncon n 85
Greenwich Village Paradise it seet™

RS
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Mrs. Havelock Ellis Maintains the Vote,;




